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The Work bf che Holy Spirit. 
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No. IX.. 


5 ROMANS vii l. 9. 
Meri 1 any, man bave not the Spirit ul G i, bei 15 
none of bis. 5 


TOTWITHSTAN DING en various 3 
ons which ſubſiſt among wen, there are but fro 


= any real conſequence in "the ſight of God; and 


theſe are mentioned by St. Paul Juſt. before. our text— 
«© They, that are after. the fleſh, and mind the things 


af the fleſh ; and they that are after. the? Spirit, and Sho | 


mind the things « of the Spirit ;” ; ver. 5. that i is, thoſe 
people, who remaining in Ling ſtate they were born, 


do habitually conſult and relith, purſue: and delight i in 
worldly, ſenſual, and ſinful things; 5 i on the con- 


tfary,: thoſe who, being born again of the Spirit, are 


nder his guidance and ee and therefore pur- 


ue, regard, and love things that are of a ſpiritual and 


heavenly nature, Every perſon here belongs to one ; 
of theſe claſſes ; and it behoves us ſeriouſly to examine. 


to which of them; for on this depends our eternal 


all. He who. is after tlie fleſh cannot pleaſe 


God, ” verſe 8. but 1 is in 2 ſtate of death, ver. 6. or, 


as it is in the text, „“ is none of Chriſt's,” "that is, 
not a member of his body, not a child in his family, 

not a ſubject of his kingdom, and dying | in this ſtate, | 
Chriſt will not own him for his, nor adjudge him to 

eternal life at the great day. But if, by the grace of 
God, we have the Holy Spirit, and lièe under his 
gracious influences, it is a proof that we belong to 


Chic, and {ball obtain eternal glory with. him. How 
| neceſſary. 


- 
— 


13. 1 
neceſſary i is it then that we ſhould be able to decide 
with...certainty on this great queſtion, and to know 
whether we belong to Chriſt or not. "That We may 
be able to do this, let us N. to God to aſſiſt us 
while we, 3 by 


1. chice r who the iel of Chr ist 

II. Prove that all real chriſtians have the Spirit of 
Chriſt; and-thew-for what purpoſes: and, *: | 
III. Point out the a of our es arifing 
from thence. Ho e e oo hella | 
F. L us confider mY the Spire! if Chrit is. 
125 "The whole ſcripture. declares, that 55 there is hut 

one only, living and true God ;' but the ſcripture 
clearly ſhews, that in the unity of the Godhead, there 
we; three whom we calt perſons); thus, i in 1 John v. To 
& There are three that bear record in heaven; the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt ; and "theſe 
_ three are one.” They are generally called by the 
names, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; which names 
are not intended to deſeribe the manner of their ſub- 
; ſiſtence among themſelves; ; (for that is a branch of 
| knowledge above our capacity, and is not revealed) 
but, the; manner of their operations in the covenant 
of grace. Lo each of theſe dieine perſons particular 
works and attributes are aſcribed, and each of them is 
expreſsly called God. The divine bs we now 
| ſpeak of, is the | Holy Spirit; called in the ſame verſe. 
with our text, «6 the Spirit of God,” That he is 
properly called F Perſon appears from the perſonal 
properties and works aſcribed to him. ' He is ſaid to 
have Under/lending or wiſdom, 1 Cor. ii. 10. Iſa. ji. 1 
He is ſaid to have a, Mill, 1 Cor. xii. 11. He is pot- 


ſefled,, of Power, Job xxxli. 4. He is bai to teach 
us, 
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us, Ibn 36. 1 Jab ii, 27% to 3 13 
eon dince— to renew to Seal to hero to call and 
ſend miniſters. This plainly proves that he is a Per- 
ſon, and not merely a quality « or Property of Deity, as 
ſome have vainly pretended. wart 65 91777 
It i is equally evident that he i is 8 . or 
truly and properly God, equal, with the Father and 
'the Son; for divine perfections are aſcribed to him, 
as Eternity-—Omnipreſence—or being every where; and 
LOmniſcionce, or knowing all things. -. The Holy Spirit 
is exprelsly called God. Ananias is ſaid to lie to the 
1 Holy G oft, Acts, v. 3. and, in the next verſe, St. Pe- 
ter ſays. 0 W A hou haſt not lied unto men, but 
| hs God.” 22 be en 27 05 is enen in both 


ly. ON FR if he. were. not God, 008 blaſpheming 
Him be a fir in, an unpardonable in ? But above al), 
 canſider the form of baptiſm. . Our Lord commands 
his apoſtles to, 5 diſciple all nations, baptizing them 
in iſte name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the, Holy Ghoſt.” So likewiſe in the uſual form of 
benedidtion: The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the love of God, and the fellowſhip of the Holy - 
Ghott be, with. vou, In both theſe caſes, the very 
ſame hopours.are aſcribed, to the Spirit as are given to 
the other divine perſons; which would be blaſphemy, 
if he Neft Pt a; A e or eine and e 
Oe | 


we: I © 


all i ite a ancient © prophets; and Ye” now « lieflißes of 
| _ Chriſt, N 
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Chriſt,” «takes the things of Chriſt, and ſhews them 


unto us;“ ina word, becauſe” the whole falvation of 


Chriſt” Ip applied to the heart by his ſacred” intluen- 


ces. We are nov, in the ſecond place, to- 
II. Prove that all real chriſtians have the Spirit of 


Chriſt, and to ſhew, for what purpoſes they have him. 
80 neceſſary is this to ſalvation; that St. Paul declares 


in our text, that “if any man have not the Spirit of 
Chr itt, he is none of his;“ that is, he is no chriſtian. 
It is one of the molt dangerous errors of this day, 
ro maintain that the influences of the Spirit are not 
now to be expected, and that m_ were contined to 


tlie days of the Apoſtles, wlien they had power to 


work miracles. In conſequence of this wicked noti- 


on, all that is ſaid of Converſion; Regeneration, and 


Conlolation; is out of date ;# and poor ignorant ſouls 


are lulled afleep in carnal ſecurity, contentedly reſting 
in the form of godlineſs without the power; while 
they are taught, by their blind leaders, to call all 
true, vital; and felt religion, fonſenſe and enthuſiaſm. 


That any of the clergy of the Church of England 
ſhould thus deny the work of the Spirit is extremely 
abſurd and inconſiſtent, beeauſe that church ſtrongly. 
maintains the neceſſity of it in many parts of the 
Common Prayer Book. In the Colle&ts you may 
recolle&t thete petitions: © Grant unto'us:thy hum- 


ble ſervants, that by thy holy inſpiration we may 
think thoſe things that be good.” In another place, 
„Send thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour into our Hearts 


that moſt excellent gift of charity.“ In the Commus 


nion fervice the payne ": Cleanſe- the — eng of 


Ti - ww FY 


: him witli the grace of 8 Holy rr, ” and for — 


"Ser. IX. FS BY þ Royal 


16 
Royal Pandy. & Endue them with: thy. Holy Spirit.” 


In the XIIIth Article of the Church, »it-is-athrmed, 
that ++ Works done before the grace of Chriſt, and 


the inſpitation of the Holy Spirit, are not pleaſant to 
God.“ Every clergyman, at his Ordination is afk- 


ed by the Biſhop this queſtion-: Do you truft that 


you are moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon you 


this office?“ Fo which the miniſter replies, I raft 
ſo.”..* You ſee then, my brethren, that the Church-of 


England! ſtrongly! maintains the econtinuance of the 


work of the Spirit as neceffary\to all true miniſters 
and chriſtians. How then do any affitm that his in- 


ſluences have ceaſed 1600 years? But as our” faith 
muſt not reſt on the authority of inen, let us ſearch 


the ſeriptures to prove that the work ef the Spirit on 


| the heart is abſolutely neceſfary to true godlineſs. 


Me freely grant indeed, that the extraordinary 2015 
of the Holy Ghoſt were confined to the firſt ages. 


Who now pretends to the gift of tonguesg or power 


af working mira eles? We do not plead for infallibi- 
lity, or knowledge of future events, or ability: to know 


any thing not revealed in the bible. It is for the 


ſanctiſying influences of the Spirit we plead. The A- 
poſtles and firſt chriſtians received from the Spirit not 


Fo aal the miraculous powers juſt mentioned, but light 


in their underſſandings, conviction! of ſin in their 


conſciencea, band faith and love to Chiriſt in klieir 


hearts. They“ purified their fouls in obeying the 
truth through the 8 pi they * abounded in hope by 
the Holy Ghoſt; they had © joy in the Holy Ghoſt;“ 


the love of God was ſhedt abroad in their hearts by 


the Holy Ghoſt. Through the ſame Spirit they 
mortified che deeds. of the body; and e ẽd Ab⸗ 


ba, Father. "i E en was eee of their 


heavenly 
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1 
heavenly, inheritance;' and all their holy tempers, 
affections, and actions, are called “ fruits of the Spi- 
rit.” | And are not all theſe things as neceſſary to us 


as they, were to them! Corrupt nature is juſt the 


ſame now as then, and needs the ſame! power to 
change it. Grace is alſo juſt the ſame now aas it was 
then; cand is derived from the ſame ſource. This a- 
lone is enough e es the neceling of the an 8 


work. 1411 nene 


Obſerve ali: that our. bleſſed Laing n that 
wa Spirit. ſhould abide and continue willi the church, 
inſtead of his corporal preſence... So he ſpeaks; ſohn 
xiv. 180 5% Lwill pray the Father, andthe hall give 
vou avother Comforter, that he may avide 1 5% 
Jor ever. Obſerve, he was promiſed to abide with. 
* for. ever; not with the Apoſtles only, for 
he was to be given to all who ſhould believe 3/7 and 


that, not for two or three hundred years, but for e- 


ver; all the time of Chriſt's ahſence from earth, un- 


til he ſhall come the ſecond time to judgment. But 
this will more fully appear by conſuderiag the purpoſes 


for Which the Spirit is given 
All men are by nature. “ dead in ee ol 
daz dead to God and ſpiritual things; as à cor 


in the grave is dead to the affairs of this: ks Now 


it is the Spirit that quickeneth, “ John vi. 63. The 
word of Chriſt in the goſpel. is employed tor this end. 


„ The dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God z“ 
but it is by the Spirit's: power that the dead ſout is 


quickened to hear it. The ward is. brought home to 


the heart, and is then heard, © not asthe word of man, 
but, as it is in truth, the word of God.” O that the 


word may now. be heard among us in this manner 
The Spirit of God is called “ the Spirit of truth.“ 
No man knows the truth, in a ſaving manner but by 


E 


his teaching. A ſcholar may know the letter of it, 


but no human learning can give its true meaning. St. 
Paul affirms, 1 Cor. ii. 14. The natural man (that 

is, the rational man), receiveth' not the things of tbhe 

Spirit of God, for they are fooliſnneſs unto nn | nei- 
ther ear he know them, for they are ſpiritually diſ- 
cerned.” It is well. ſaid im one of the Homilies, 
„Man's human and worldly wiſdom» andi ſeiencg, is 


not needful to the underſtanding of fcripture, but the 


revelation of the Holy Ghoſt, who inſpireth the true 
meaning unto them that with” humility and «diligence | 
ſearch therefore.“ I his is great comfort for poor peo 


ple, why are apt to fay, they Roffcholars) and there - 
fore cannot underſtand the bible. Pray, my friends, 


for the Holy Spirit, and you will them underſtand it bet- 


75 than the moſt learned man wie has net the Spirit. 
Again, the Spirit is'given to everyreab chriſtian to 


„ reprove, or-corvinee of in. We are by nature ig- 
norant of God's holy law, ande therefore of ſin, 


which eis tlie tranſgreſſion of the law! We are c a- 


live without the law,“ as St. Paul once was; but 
when the commandment comes home to the conſel- 


ence, by the power of the bleſſed Spirit, then we are 
deeply ſenfible of our loſt and ruined condition; of 


the ſins of our life; of the ſins of our heart; and of 


the ſin of oP fatirs;! et; pecially the great Ni of un- 


| belief,” ih reje&ting/Chritt, oped neglefting rin Aer 


falva an 
Again, It is by the power of the Spirit hal we are 
enabled to believe to the faving of the foul. If we 


ſee the need of ſalvation,” it is by his grace. If we ſee = 


the way of ſalvation, it is by his teaching. © If wW'e are 
made willing” to be ſaveck in that way, it is by his 


r "Faith: is" 7558 "ne el God. 1 vg believe by 
4 „ the 8 


n 
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ME 


the Ae at a Spirit. | And adileediitis; a Feat 


thing to believe. Po receive cordially the whole tef- 


timony of God concerning Jeſus Chriſt. In the view 
of our im and miſery, as children of wrath, to be- 


lieve that Chriſt can and '201/l ſave us. With a heavy 


burtlen of guilt on the conſcience, to caſt that burden 
on the Lord, and ſo find reſt to our ſouls. To re- 


nounce our own works and merits, and truſt alone to 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. This is a great work; 


a work . none can eee . by 55 the Ree 
faith H Mette tg | 

The Spirit of Chriſt i is: 8100 Ad «, ah Spirit of 
holineſs;“ for he is the author of that. + haolineſs, 


without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord.“ Believ- 
ers are choſen to ſalvation, through lanctification of | 


the Spirit, and belief of the truth.” Regeneration is 
the beginning of a new and ſpiritual life. Sanctifica - 


tion is the work of the Spirit in preſerving and in- 


ereaſing that life. All true chriſtians are ſaints, as 
you, may ſee in ſeveral of the epiſtles, which were 


written to the ſaints: and though, through rhe, folly 


aud wickedneſs of many this is become A, term of re- 
proach, let all men know, that if we are not laiuts | 


ve cannot be ſaved. OI 


Another purpoſe f for which believers. hape the Spi. 
rit, is to aſſiſt them in all religious duties... ith- | 
out me, faid Chrift, ye can do nothing.” "kt 18 
preſent, by his Spirit, te wherever two or three are 
gathered together in his name;““ and if they; get a 


bleſſing under. the word preached, or in finging pſalms | 
or,hymn3 or in prayer, it; is intirely from the influ- 
ence of the Holy. Ghoſt. He is ſaid, Rom. viii. 28, 
to“ help our infirmities 1 in prayer;“ and, we read alſo 

of <6 praying i in the Spirit, and of liaging i in the Spi- 
rit,” 


\ 
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„he Holy \Ghoſtis alſo. given to believers, as a2 


Comforter. There is comfort in religion, The ways 
of God are pleaſantneſs and peace, and none w ill de- 
ny it, but thoſe who never tried them. . True happi- 
neſs:is found only in the way of, faith, love, and obe- 

dience. The knowledge of fin forgiven ; peace of 
conſcience through the blood of Chriſt; a good hope 


through grace; victory over the fear of death: are 


not theſe com fortable and bleſſed things ? What can 
the world or ſin propoſe of equal value? Well, all 
theſe are from the gracious and powerful influences of 
the Spirit; gs this rus us to, the aft wing pro- 
poſed. . 
III. The a of our W as it Wu from 
having, or not having the Spirit. Our text ſays, that 
it any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none 
N of his,” conſequently, is in a dreadful condition; and 
dying fo, muſt periſh for ever without remedy. But 
the words imply a glorious. truth, namely, that ſome 
x perſons do belong to Chriſt. Ves, they are his dear 


people, by the. gift of the Father, by the purchaſe of 


his blood, and by the power of his Spirit, hereby 
they gave themſelves « up to him. | 


Faving the Spirit, in the manner, and or the pur- 


poſes: we have heard, is the grand proof of being in a 
ſtitate of ſalvation. This is called the Seal, (2 Cor. i. 
21. Eph. 1. 13. iv. 30.) Valuable. things are ſealed 


for the ſecurity. of them, and to denote whoſe proper - 


ty they are, Thus are believers ſealed. God has 

given, them his Spirit, he dwells in their ſouls ; he 
quickens, them EH enlightens them; he convinces 
them of fin; he enables them to believe in Chriſt ; 


he ſanctifies them; he helps them to pray; he com- 


forts their hearts. This is God's ſeal. It cannot be 


coun ter= 


1 1 


obne tested Whoever has the Spirit bl the fins 


a Ne 2 Core 1. 22. ee *. 100 he be- 


11 


6 TTY . i 8/4 [7 t r hy: Soles 2 88g: both I and | 


| body mall 3 He Nee ay pot 15 vey in WE 


tera World. £ i 911 1, .996 


25 - 2 ” 


"APPLICATION. 


And now, dear immortals, what do you think of 
theſe. things? Seeing that having the Spirit of 'God 
determines our fate, how is it with you ? Have you 
the Spirit It may be known. It ought to be known; 
for our all depends upon it. Heaven is ours if we 
have the Spirit. *Helf will be ours if we die without 
him. RNecollect a moment,” what has been ſaid, and 
175 with David, «© Seareh me, O Lord, and try 

Red. 25 have heard for what purpoſes eves 
b believer receives the Spirit. He quickens the dead 


. ſoul. Has be quickened you! Are you alive to God, 
or are you alive to ſin and the world? He enliglitens 
the mind in the truth. Do you know, diſtinguiſh, 


and love the truttf'of the goſpel, or do you deſpiſe and 
hate it? He convinces of ſin. Are you convinced 
and humbled for your iniquity or do you make light 
of perhaps boaſt of it? He is tlie author of faith; 


| Do you believe in Jeſus; or do you neglect his falva- 


tion? He ſanctifies the foul. Is your: ſoul ſanctified 

his grace, or are you wallowing i in the filth of fin ? 
E. helps the true chriſtian to pray. Do you know 
any thing of his gracious help in prayer; or do you 


| live without prayer, or, which is nearly as bad, con- 


tent 'yourſelf with a ſifeleſs form of bare words Wir 
out the heart? The Spirit of God is a Comforter, 
Is your dee and pleaſure derived from him; or 

| | | from 
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; nom the vanities and vices of 3 world! ? May the 


Lord enable you ay give a ſerious and honeſt anſwer 


to theſe inquiries! If, as it may be feared, ſome of 


you are without the Spirit, what is your caſe? You 


belong not to Chriſt ; you are none of his. Tremble 


at the dreadful thought, Die you muſt ; and you 
muſt come to judement too. When you fee rg on 


the awful throne, O how will you wiſh to belon: 


him, and to be owned by nim. 0 then, be Pede na- 


ded, this moment, to lift up your heart to God, and 


ſay, Mereiful Goa, give me thy Holy Spirit! He has 


8 promiſed! to give Him to thoſe who aſk. This bleſſed 


gift may yet be yours, and ſhall, if you ſincerely de- 
fire it.“ Aſk then, and you ralkrecbite; ſeek and 
you ſhall find; knock and the door ſhall be opened.” 


God alm ghry, i in > comppation. to Jour. jours, Foe 


you to do this. 


7g 


And as to thoſe who have obtained this greateſt of 
pleſſings, who have the Holy Spirit, what more can 
be ſaid to you? Survey the wonderous gift with grate- 
ful aſtoniſhment. What has God wrought Deny 
not, from falſe humility, the heavenly benefit. Have 


you not experienced thoſe facted effects of the Spirit, 


which have been repeatedly mentioned ? Here then is 


the broad ſeal of the majeſty, of heaven, ſecuring your | 
relation to Chriſt, and your title to manſions of glo- 


ry. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; and having re- 


ceived the Spirit, take care to. — in the Spirit,“ 


and to bring forth * “ the fruits of the Spirit,” which 


are by Jeſus Chriſt to the. praiſe and glory of God, 
Amen. 8 W 2 


